
Public Multi-Vendor Interoperability Test
Paris, March 2013

The European Advanced Networking Test Center
and Upperside Conferences invite you to join our
spring 2013 public multi-vendor interoperability test
and showcase at the MPLS and Ethernet World
Congress 2013. This event will be held alongside
the SDN Summit and the V6 World Congress 2013.

For the first time ever, we will showcase the interop-
erability test results to the audience of three different
conferences at the same time. With around 1,700
delegates attending last year, the venue is  proven
to be the most important MPLS, SDN & V6 meeting
points in Europe. EANTC’s multi-vendor interop-
erability showcase provides a unique opportunity to
demonstrate and validate the latest advances and
to present them to an expert audience.

The interop event will focus on major topics:

 Software Defined Networking (SDN)

 Clock Synchronization

 Resilient Multicast VPN Services

 IPv6 Migration Scenarios

 Carrier Ethernet 2.0

The hot staging is a closed doors fully immersive
event taking place in EANTC’s lab in Berlin.
Successful test results will be published by EANTC
in a white paper. The white paper will be out for the
Paris congress, and available online and in print.

The Event at a Glance

Public
Showcase

MPLS and Ethernet World 
Congress, V6 World Congress
March 19–22, 2013
SDN Summit
March 21–22, 2013
All at the Hotel Marriott Rive 
Gauche Paris, France 

Hot 
Staging

SDN Testing
February 4–8, 2013
EANTC, Berlin, Germany

Clock Synchronization Testing
February 4–8, 2013
EANTC, Berlin, Germany

IPv6, MPLS & Carrier Ethernet 
Testing
February 11–22, 2013
EANTC, Berlin, Germany

Conference 
Calls

Wednesdays, weekly, 
starting November 14, 2012

17:30 Central European Time

Conference 
Bridge

All necessary WebEx information 
will be provided via E-mail.

Which 
equipment 
vendors 
should 
take part?

 Core routers, aggregation 
routers and switches

 Residential and business CPEs
 Emulators/Analyzers
 Clock synchronization devices
 Provisioning and fault 

management systems
 Open Flow/PCE Controllers 

and switches

Registration 
Deadline

December 17, 2012
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Participation Benefits
Our multi-vendor interoperability showcase is a well
established event beneficial for small and large
leading vendors alike. EANTC as an independent
party facilitates an ecosystem to conduct testing in
the most advanced application scenarios using the
latest equipment and implementations. The interop-
erability hot staging provides a platform for detailed
testing, code updates, troubleshooting and retries.
It’s a great return of investment as the findings can
be used for further development and strategic
product positioning. 

Marketing Strategy
 Upperside and EANTC will pre-announce

the event in invitations distributed to the long
list of Upperside subscribers, in newsletters, and
on each of our web sites - reaching service
providers, carriers and press worldwide.

 Attendees visiting the live showcase in Paris
can directly interact with your representatives.
Giving you the opportunity to get in firsthand
touch with potential customers.

 Guided live tours of the showcase in Paris
will take place several times per day and
illustrate the results of the test. Vendors are
welcome to actively participate. 

 The white paper is a vital marketing tool for
tracking results. Being available at the
conference as well as online, it contains
detailed descriptions of the test topics and
results including comprehensive network
topologies. Visit www.eantc.com/mplsewc2012
for an example of a previous event.

 Press releases will be published by EANTC
and participating vendors.

 Participant Profile Video (optional): All
vendors can opt-in for a professionally produced
video. It covers the vendor’s involvement in the
test as explained by the vendor and EANTC.
Giving you the opportunity to reach customers
that are not present in Paris.

Organizational Details
EANTC will ship the entire test network from our lab
in Berlin to the venue. There the showcase network
will be reconstructed to facilitate the live demon-
strations. The interoperability showcase booth is an
integral part of the three congresses in Paris and
strategically located in the exhibition area.

2012 Live Demo, Interop Showcase, MPLS & EWC

At the interop showcase area, your devices will
participate in a live network, empowering you to
present your interoperable solution to your
customers.

Participating companies are required to provide on-
site support for the duration of the hot staging. 

Preparational Conference Calls
The first open conference call with all vendors will
be held on Wednesday, November 14, at 5:30pm
Central European Time (CET, GMT+1). All interested
vendors are invited. Further conference calls will be
held on a bi-weekly basis, alternating between the
SDN module and the Clock Synchronization, IPv6,
MPLS and Carrier Ethernet modules.

In advance of each call we will send meeting
agendas to all mailing list subscribers.

Mailing List
All updates are distributed using an EANTC mailing
list. Please register for subscription by sending an 
E-mail to mplsewc2013-request@eantc.com.
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Tests and Demos Conception
EANTC will develop a number of comprehensive
test cases based on industry standards, our
experience and participating vendors’ contributions.
The test cases will focus on verifying interoperability
between implementations of two and more vendors
for specific technology features.

Potential SDN Test Topology

We propose the following test topics/demon-
strations. This list is subject to change during
technical discussions with vendors until December:

 SDN OpenFlow 1.1/1.2, Path Computation
Element (PCE): Basic protocol interoperability;
multicast and IPv6 flows, QoS; Carrier Ethernet
network virtualization scenarios; dynamic
access control for Carrier Ethernet services

 IPv6 migration scenarios such as dual-stack lite,
6rd, dual-stack; new developments in the IPv6
area, incorporating Locator/ID Separation

Protocol (LISP) into IPv6 transition

 Advanced clock synchronization scenarios,
taking previous events’ experience into account,
using Precision Time Protocol (PTP, IEEE
1588:2008) boundary and transparent clocks,
PTP Best Master Clock selection algorithm

 Resilient IPv6 multicast VPN using p2mp RSVP-TE
or GRE tunnels and PIM as CE-PE routing

 Resilient, managed MPLS-TP aggregation focusing
on MPLS-TP OAM and integration with IP/MPLS

 Carrier Ethernet 2.0: MEF Ethernet Wholesale
Access Services (MEF 33), Carrier Ethernet
service activation, Fault Management (MEF 30)
and Performance Monitoring (MEF 35) for
multipoint connections

Vendors are not required to support all tested
features in order to participate. You are encouraged
to participate in test areas that are most fitting for
your product marketing strategy and to suggest
additional topics you think important.

At the congress and in the white paper we will
present the tested technologies as parts of a realistic
example for a next generation interoperable service
provider network. We will form a single physical
multi vendor topology including all devices.
Afterwards, successful test results will be combined
and demonstrated live in Paris.

The diagram below shows an initial proposal for the
final end-to-end multi-vendor network.

SDN Controllers

Carrier Ethernet Network 

Customers

Service Provider
Core

Internet Access/
Content Providers

Data Center

IPv4&v6/MPLS
L3 (M)VPN

Other Providers
Content Providers

MPLS-TP
E-Line, E-LAN

Provider Ethernet
E-Line, E-LAN, E-Tree SDN

Controllers
Carrier Ethernet 
Aggregation/Wholesale
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Participation Fees
For the first time, we have split up the hot-staging
into three modules, reflecting the advanced test
scenarios and enabling vendors to achieve more
interoperability results. The modules are:

 SDN. This module will run almost independently
during the preparation phase and will be
integrated at the end of the technical hot staging
for the public showcase. Conference calls, test
plan and hot staging will be split from the rest of
the preparation to enable the teams specializing
in this area to focus on SDN for service provider
networks.

 Clock Synchronization Testing. This
interoperability test area has received special
service provider interest and has increased in
complexity in our recent events. At the request of
the participants we will start our clock synchro-
nization testing ogne week earlier to the MPLS
and Carrier Ethernet module, giving the clock
synchronization our full attention.

 IPv6, MPLS and Carrier Ethernet. V6 World
is co-hosted with the MPLS and Ethernet World
Congress as before. The number of transport-
and IPv6-related test cases is large so we will
spend two weeks of hot staging in Berlin.

The participation fees includes shipping from the hot
stage location (Berlin) to the exhibition (Paris) for all
equipment below certain weight and insurance
limits (see contract for detail). Refreshments and
lunch during the hot stage event are included. 

2012 Live Demo, Interop Showcase, MPLS & EWC

Vendors are responsible for all other shipping,
customs, logistics and accommodation costs.

The fee also covers free admission for a reasonable
number of staff to the exhibition area at the venue. It
does not include conference passes. Lunch is not
provided at the congress.

Small businesses (companies with less than €10M
annual revenue in 2011) are eligible for a 25%
discount for the first device class only.

“Device Classes” are counted as families with
almost identical hardware. For example, a
Volkswagen Golf, Golf TDI and Golf BlueLine
compose one device class, whereas a Volkswagen
Polo would be an additional device class.

Examples: 

 A vendor with one device class, IPv6/MPLS/
Carrier Ethernet and Clock testing pays
EUR 15,000.

 A vendor with one device class, SDN testing
only, pays EUR 5,000.

 A vendor with three device classes, where two
classes participate in IPv6/MPLS/Carrier
Ethernet and Clock Sync, and the third one in
SDN only, pays 10,000+5,000+5,000+
2,500+5,000 = 27,500 €.

Type of 

Participation

Device Class

First Each 

Additional

IPv6, MPLS, Carrier 
Ethernet Test Module
(two weeks hot 
staging, no clock sync)

EUR 10,000 EUR 5,000

Clock Synchronization 
Test Add-On (one week 
hot staging)

EUR 5,000 EUR 2,500

SDN Testing Only or 
Add-On
(one week hot staging)

EUR 5,000 EUR 2,500

Individual Paris Video 
Package

EUR 2,500
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Deadlines
Please note that registration closes on December 17,
2012. Contract and NDA forms are available for
download from http://www.eantc.com/
mplsewc2013.

About EANTC 

The European Advanced Networking Test Center (EANTC) 
is one of Europe’s leading independent network test 
facilities. Established in 1991, EANTC has been 
organizing successful interoperability events for more than 
16 years along side conformance, performance and 
acceptance testing for vendors, service providers, large 
corporations and government agencies. Major technology 

areas include Carrier Ethernet, IP/MPLS networks, Mobile Backhaul, Voice over IP, 
Content Filtering and Triple Play services.

Contacts

Marketing Carsten Rossenhövel
+49.30.3180595–21
cross@eantc.com

Project Leader Robert Sanchez
+49.30.3180595–30
sanchez@eantc.com

Registration, 
Logistics

Kathrin Henze
+49.30.3180595–39
henze@eantc.com

Milestones

November 14 First Conference Call

November 21 First SDN focused Conference 
Call

November 22 First MPLS, Carrier Ethernet & 
IPv6 focused Conference Call

December 14 Final test plan release

December 17 Contract/NDA Deadline

December 31 Payment deadline

January 30 Inbound shipping deadline for 
Berlin testing

February 4–8 SDN testing

February 4–8 Clock Synchronization testing

February 11–22 IPv6, MPLS, Carrier Ethernet 
testing

March 4–8 White Paper editing

March 18 Setup in Paris

March 19–22 MPLS and Ethernet World 
Congress & V6 World Congress, 
Public Event

March 21–22 SDN Summit, Public Event

March 26 Devices ready to be picked up at 
EANTC

Participants Are Asked To …

… Co-market 
the event

 Announce the event to 
customers and partners

 Issue a press release if 
deemed appropriate

… Provide 
technical 
support

 Attend conference calls
 Contribute to the test plan
 Send at least one skilled 

support engineer or 
developer to hot staging

 Provide systems under test 
hardware

… Adminis-
tratively 
support the 
event

 Register all involved staff for 
our mailing list

 Organize hotel and flights 
for to hot staging and 
conference

 Work with Upperside to 
organize sponsorship (if 
applicable) or to acquire 
conference passes (optional)

Milestones


